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As our busy season slows
down for the summer, our
resident Chamber members
and friends will be working to
catch up on a few upgrades
around our town. Beginning
with replacement of some of the fencing at the Camp
Bouse Memorial, and completion of a few upgrades
in the Rest Stop area. If you see us working in these
areas, please come on down. We can always use a
helping hand.
Our board will be meeting this summer to
brainstorm other needed improvements that we can
put into a long range plan over the next few years.
We are happy to report that our work with ADOT
has resulted in their approved plan to put in flashing
speed signs on either side of town to draw attention
to the reduction to 45mph through town. They plan
to implement those signs this summer.
Our community bulletin board will be relocated
near the new Post Office when it is ready to open,
projected to be sometime in June or July for your
convenience. We ask those using any community
boards in town for your messages and event notices
to return, once they have expired, to remove them.
We’re saying goodbye to Charlie and Dorothy who
are retiring this year and will not be returning to their
position at the Museum. After much begging, Charlie
and Dorothy were thanked for their four seasons of
service and invited back if they change their mind.
Members gathered the evening before they left to give
them a send off. They will be missed.
If you have any suggestions for future updates or
projects that we can consider for the betterment of
the community, please let us know. Bouse Chamber,
P O Box 817.
We thank you all for your support to our Chamber
and other Bouse organizations that help make our
Community a better place to live and play. Have a
great and healthy summer!
Harley Kruidhof, President

Starbucks is planning to sell beer and wine. Apparently it’s
getting difficult to sell sober people a $12 cup of coffee.

Welcome new neighbors!

Driving around town, it’s great to see For Sale signs
disappearing and new folks moving into our community.
Please join us in welcoming our new residents, help
familiarize them with what Bouse has to offer besides
the peace and quiet we all enjoy. I’ve been surprised
to meet folks at the Post Office who’ve lived here
several years and didn’t even know we had a Monthly
Newsletter throughout the busy season, much less a
season Passport to keep us abreast of what’s going on
in the whole La Paz County. And many who have never
visited our Museum.
We’re proud of our little community and hope you will
join us in our campaign to make it a better place to live,
a better place for visitors as well as new folks.
It’s time for each of us to take a look at our own
neighborhood,
our
own
property—homes
and
businesses alike—to see what we can do to clean up
and update things a little. See what other people see.
Get rid of those things that pile up and are never used.
Trash that accumulates along your roadway, buildings,
and fences. Take a load or more to the transfer station,
donate reusables to one of the organizations or churches
in town who have yard sales and resale venues.
Need help? Hire one of our local teenagers or
handymen to give you a hand this summer and let’s get
things cleaned up. This is a town of volunteers and you
may be surprised if you ask for help on a local bulletin
board or in your neighborhood. It’s what folks do to help
other folks. It’s what folks do to make our community a
better place to live.

Neighborhood Watch

It’s that time of year when some of our neighbors
are leaving for the summer months.
Please take it upon yourself
to be more aware and watchful
of your neighborhood, and
report the appearance of strange
vehicles, walkers or bikers that
aren’t recognizable as living in
your “hood.” Write down the
description and color of the
vehicle,
clothing,
ethnicity,
license, anything you noticed.
A watchful eye can save a lot of
heartache.
National Neighborhood Watch
recommends we get to know all
of our neighbors and have their
backs.
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Summer Read

We are happy to announce that the Summer Reading
Program will be held on each Tuesday, June 15 thru July
6, from 8:30 to 1:30. Breakfast and lunch will be served.
Children from the ages of 3 to 12 are welcome to attend.
Parents must stop by the Library Mon/Thur, 8-4, to
register your children for Summer Read prior to the start
date.
Teenagers or adults that would like to be helpers—
please contact Sharon at 928-851-1023. Lots of activities,
crafts, special speakers or programs, are lined up for the
children and our main focus will be exploring the state of
Arizona. We look forward to having a fun and educational
program for the children.
Hope to see you there!

A Glimpse at Arizona’s Past

What better way to glimpse Arizona’s past than to
experience it on a road trip this summer. April’s True
West Magazine has showcased three routes to choose:
Up Wickenburg Way through mining and ranching
country to the tall pines of Prescott. See what’s left of
Vulture City, a ghost town where gold was discovered in
1863 by Henry Wickenburg and once sported a population
of thousands. Don’t miss the Desert Caballeros Museum
and the Jail Tree, or the Visitors Center in the 1896
Santa Fe Depot.
State Rt. 89 passes through Congress and Yarnell
with good stops to eat on its way to Prescott. Make
time in Prescott to visit Sharlot Hall, and the Territorial
Governor’s Mansion and the army fort and gold mining
district. If you go for the 4th of July, you’ll be there for
Prescott’s Frontier Days Parade and World’s Oldest
Rodeo.
Known as The Gateway to the Grand Canyon, Williams
was named after Bill Williams, a fur trapper and mountain
man who was killed by the Ute Indians in 1849. He’s
represented by an 8ft. sculpture at the Monument Park
there. From Williams, late 1850s travel followed the
Beale Wagon Road west. In 1882 the Atlantic & Pacific
RR continued alongside the Beale as did the Old Trails
Highway and later, Route 66. Historic Seligman merits
a stopover as you follow 66 along one of the longest
remaining stretches of Route 66, then to Grand Canyon
Caverns’ 200 ft. underground experience. Other trendy
and interesting stops at Peach Springs and Hackberry
General store are worthwhile before you reach Kingman’s
great museum’s and nostalgic glitter of Route 66. From
there the Mother Road gets a little windy and narrow
through Oatman, famous for Clark Gable and Carole
Lombard’s honeymoon spot in 1939 and its burros that
roam the streets, descendants of those abandoned by
early day miners.
Our southeast cattle country at Willcox is the next
destination where you’ll find remnants of Apache
history, a 140 year old redwood structured train depot,
now serving as the town hall, and museums honoring
Cochise County, Indian history, and singers Rex Allen
and Marty Robbins. West from there is Tombstone—The
Town To Tough to Die—then on to Bisbee, the Queen of
the Copper Camp. There’s so much to tell and see, you’ll
need to pick up a brochure or go online.
Enjoy your glimpse through some of Arizona’s history
this summer but allow plenty of time!
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Bouse Museum

Closed for the Summer
Tours by appointment – 928-851-2509

Though it’s closed for the
summer, put this on your
calendar for a visit next
November to see the newest
exhibit in the newly opened
Camp Bouse Room.
Mark Davidson donated photos from his father who
worked as an engineer during the building of Camp
Bouse. Charlie and Dorothy mounted these into a
shadow box exhibit and it’s ready for discovery next
fall. Thanks to Mr. Davidson for sharing and donating
these family and historic treasures!
Not surprising, our number of visitors set a new
record this season at 1233 guests. The museum is
currently closed until November 4, 2021. See you
there next season!

Annual Parker Tube Float June 12

Good news, Parker Chamber has announced the 43rd
Annual Parker Tube Float is set for Saturday, June 12,
2021. Register at La Paz County Park from 8am until noon
and to be bused to Buckskin Mountain State Park for the
starting line. The float finish line is back at La Paz County
Park, ending time 4pm.
Pirate’s Den Resort will be hosting an after party
continuing the fun even after your float is over.
On-line registration is open now. $25.00 per participant.
$25.00 per vessel if using a boat or watercraft during the
float. Questions, call 928-669-2174 for info.

Bouse Elementary School

Students have finished State
AZMerit and Dibels testing.
Last day of school and 8th Grade
Graduation (family members only)
are May 26th.
Summer hours for school office
staff (June+July) 7AM to 4PM.
Kindergarten registration for the 2021-2022 school
year will be May 10 thru 12th from 8am to 4pm.
Please bring all shot records and a birth certificate
for each child.
Kindergarten will start early, on July 6 from
8:00-11:00am. This will give them a head start on
the structure of the classroom and will give their
teacher a chance to work with them on a one-onone basis for the month of July to see where they are
academically. All other grades will start on August
4, 2021.
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The Big Race

by Dave Pullium (another Writers’ Cramp Story)

Grandpa and I were at Anderson’s Hardware getting
stuff to fix the gate that our old bull had torn up
when I saw the poster declaring the Big Soap Derby
just two weeks away. Right beside the poster was a
box with the Official Rules; I stuck one in my pocket.
I pulled it out and read it on the way home, then
threw it on the seat. Grandpa looked down at it and
said, “That’s going to be a good race. We will want to
go watch it.”
I didn’t want to watch it, I wanted to be in it. But,
once I read the rules, I knew that was not going to
happen. You had to have this certain kind of wheels
that I had seen at the hardware store for $8 a set. I
didn’t have $8 and I knew Grandpa didn’t.
Monday at lunch Billy Thornton and I were
discussing the race and how much we would like
to be in it. Our school custodian, Mr. Gillet said, “I
heard you boys talking about the race. Are you going
to run in it?”
“Naw, it costs too much, we can’t do it.” I couldn’t
keep my bottom lip from pushin’ out.
“I know how that is. See ya later.” He ambled off,
shaking his head and mumbling.
After school Billy was at our place helping dig post
holes. Grandpa paid us ten cents a hole. They had to
be eighteen inches deep and he measured each one
before he paid us. We looked up to see Mr. Gillet’s
old pickup pull up to the barn where Grandpa was
standing. I didn’t think much about it, you see.
Mr. Gillet owned the farm next to us and Grandpa
share-cropped it with him. The two of them had been
friends forever. I remember Grandpa telling how Mr.
Gillets’ wife had died and just two weeks later his
son had been killed (he and my Dad had gone down
on the same ship.) Well Mr. Gillet had kind of gone
off the deep end and stayed drunk for most of a year.
When he sobered up, he worked a deal with Grandpa
to work his farm and then get the job at the school.
The reason my sister and I were being raised by
our grandparents was when my dad died, my mother
brought Sue and I over to them, then went to town
and got totally drunk and stepped out in front of a
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car. So, here we stayed and I think my grandparents
were glad to have us especially since I was big enough
to help around the farm now.
I was a little surprised when Grandpa called us
over to them. You see back then, kids didn’t get to
hear the grownups discuss business or much else.
When we were standing before them, Grandpa said,
“I hear you boys want to be in the race. Well, it seems
Tony here has a derby car in his barn and if you boys
want to do the work of getting it out of the rafters and
cleaning it up, he thinks it would be alright for you
to use it. But, after the race, you have to put it back
where you got it. Billy and I were both 12 but the way
we acted you’d have thought we were six! We jumped
up and own and hollered, “YES, YES, YES!”
Now when he said rafters, that’s just what he
meant. It looked mighty small up there, but when we
finally lowered it to the floor, it was long and sleek…
and covered with years of dirt. We got it into Mr.
Gillet’s truck and took it to our place.
When it was in our barn and Mr. Gillet had been
properly thanked, Grandpa said, “You boys will have
to clean it and paint it and grease the wheels but that
won’t happen until the post holes are dug. Well, it had
been taking a half hour for us to dig a hole, but all
of a sudden it took only fifteen minutes. Wednesday
after school, we finished the last post hole and went
to work on that wonderful car.
I look back on that time and realize what a
wonderful time in my life it was. You’d think sanding
and painting and being covered with grease would
not be fun. But it was the greatest thing ever.
When race day came, Billy and I drew straws to see
who would get to drive . . . and wouldn’t you know,
Billy won. That was alright, he had as much right
to it as I did. Well, we did not win, but we came in
second so it was a great day.
Now, some twenty years later that little car still sets
in the rafters of my barn. You see, Mr. Gillet left me
his place and my sister got my grandparents’ place.
And, Billy has his parents’ place. He and I still talk
about the Great Race of 1952.
New and Used Tires
Oil Change & other Preventative
Maintenance
24 hour On and
Off-Road Service
Call Marty and Ken
at 928-259-0636
Looking for tires, an oil change or other preventative
maintenance service? Marty and Ken at Bouse Tire are
also on hand for 24 hour on and off road service.

FINAL CHAPTER BOOK STORE

Closed for Summer
Donations may be dropped at the Library

Internet Users - Don’t Miss Out!
Find your Bouse Monthly Newsletter
October through May (and in color)
@ www.bouseazchamber.com

BOUSE FOOD BANK

NOW on 1st Wednesday,
This Month April 5th
9-10:30am
Behind Bouse Booster Club
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Bouse Public Library

Weekly Hours:
Mon thru Thurs 8 to 4.00PM
44031 Plomosa Rd
Ph: 928-851-1023
Fax 928-851-2758
by Gloria Freemon

Most of our winter visitors have gone for the season
as we can tell by our full shelves of books and DVDs!
This will be the last newsletter of the season so do
come in during the summer months to check out our
ongoing new selection of books and DVDs. If your kids
are bored during the summer check out the juvenile
DVDs and books.
During the summer months we will be upgrading
the labeling of books making it easier to check out any
series in order. Depending on the author, we will try
to complete the series of books. Anyone can request
books or DVDs that we might not have on our shelf.
We will try our utmost to get it in our library or order it
from another library.
We wish everyone a wonderful summer and look
forward to seeing all our Bouse patrons during the
summer months.
New books: Stargazer by Anne Hillerman (in large
print), The Dirty South by John Connolly, Fortune
and Glory by Janet Evanovich (A Stephanie Plum
Novel), Long Bright River by Liz Moore.
New DVDs: The Wind Demons of the Prairie, Mr.
Selfridge (Series), How I Met Your Mother (Series),
Golden Girls (Series), News of the World starring Tom
Hanks.

Fax, Copies & Notary Service Available

A Summer of Fun in La Paz County
CRIT
July 4

Manataba Fireworks show

PARKER
May 1

Int. Jet Sports Boating Assn Western
States National

May 10

Parker Elk’s Mother’s day Observance

June 5

Run Whatcha Brung Stand Up Jet Ski
Regatta

June 12

Parker Tube Float

SALOME / McMULLEN VALLEY
June 26

Moonlight Poker Run

July 3

Fireworks Display, Centennial Park

Sept 11

9-11 Remembrance

Summer Hours for Local Business
American Legion

Closed May 1 for Summer

Betty Hunter

M/F, 9-5

Bouse Tire Shop

M/Sa, 8-4 til it gets too hot,
then close early

Care Right Auto
Shop

open regular hours 8-3 til
Aug, go to 7-1 for Aug

Dave Plunkett
Realty

9-4, M/Sat

Family Dollar

M/Sa 8-9, Su 9-9

Ocotillo

11-9 all summer

Roadrunner II
Market

7a-7p, 7 days/wk all summer

Somewhere Bar &
Grill

noon to 6 thru summer

VFW

12-7

Sorry, we were unable to reach a few. Please check
your number in the newsletter and advise us of the
correct one. 208-949-9022. Thanks!

The Bouse Community Newsletter

Funding is provided jointly by the Bouse Booster Club and the
Chamber of Commerce to keep your news coming. Content is
provided by the Writers’ Cramp and representatives of your local
clubs and organizations. Guest writers are welcome, call 208-9499022. All rights reserved. Editorial changes made as needed for
publication.
Available online at www.bouseazchamber.com.

Bouse Transfer Station
Summer Hours
Fri & Sat - 6:00am to 1:00pm

Construction Cleanup Charges
Small loads (no more than level pickup)
will be charged $15
Above the pickup box - $30
Anything larger must be taken to
the Land Fill off Highway 95
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Bouse Volunteer Fire District

Message phone: 928-851-2648
Monthly Meetings:
2nd Tuesday 12 noon
La Paz Community Building

Next meeting: ???

We will be right here this summer just loving the 110+
weather and watching the monsoons roll through.
Note: Please make sure ALL items that could
possibly or impossibly blow over or blow way are
secured tightly and safely.
Anyone staying for the summer please remember:
• Drink plenty of water to stay well hydrated
• Wear a hat when you are outside, sunscreen is your
friend, and to call us if you need help.
• Please remember to always let someone know what
general area you are going to when you are out and
about.
We have had a couple of incidents this year where it took
us longer to find someone than to assist them.
The other thing is the creepy crawlers. They are very
active this year already. Look before you reach for
something or while you are on your walk.
Our smoke alarm program is still available. Please come
by and pick yours up. We have plenty.
We want to wish each and everyone a safe trip home and
a great summer!
Vonnie Harmon, (928)851-2648 office
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BOUSE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Ted Finkbeiner III – 928-581-7294
As an expression of our mission, we offer the following
public meetings open to all ages, races, and conditions of
people:
Sunday

8:45 am Bible Study Classes for adults
and children
10:00am Corporate Worship
6:00pm Discipleship Training
(Apr-Sept)

Monday

9:00am Men’s Bible Study (Oct-Mar)

Tuesday

9:30am Women’s Bible Study (Oct-Mar)

Wednesday

4:30pm Midweek Prayer Time (Oct-Mar)
6:00pm Midweek Prayer Time (Apr-Sept)

Thursday

9:00am Church Membership Class

Saturday

11:00am-3:00pm Nikki’s Nook
Community Resources

(when needed or requested)

Phone #’s
Liz: 623-498-7246
Betty: 928-851-9220
Judy: 406-461-0894

We are located at 28332 Highway 72 in Bouse. Phone
contact may be made to the following numbers: Office.
928-851-2612
Pastor’s home. 928-851-1184
Pastor’s Cell Phone. 928-581-7294

BOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Community Assembly of God @ Stone & Worley
Pastor Sharon Hillhouse ………… 928-503-2847
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Jef Johnson
Betty Hunter Realty

M/F, 9 to 5pm ...928-851-2424, Cell 951-236-2229
On Hwy 72 between Winter and Plomosa

Sunday School
Worship & Service
Bible Study

9:45 AM
11:00 AM
7:00 PM

Bouse Community Newsletter - May 2021
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American Legion Post 46

43531 Hwy 72, Bouse, AZ
Phone: 928-851-1050
Hours: 12-7 daily
Join us on Uno de Mayo (the 1st of May) for
our final blowout of the season.
We’ve had a great year at the Legion and
hope you will come on out and celebrate with us! Starting
at noon…Lots of food, drink specials, and fun, till around
4? Our doors will close for the summer after our Uno de
Mayo Celebration! (Or when we run out!) There will be no
scheduled activities until fall.
We thank you all for your patronage throughout the
season and wish everyone a super and healthy summer.
We look forward to seeing you in the fall.

VFW Post 2357

Hwy 72 East, Phone 928-851-2857
Summer Hours: Noon - 7pm daily
Join us for our Red Shirt Friday - $.25 off all
beer and cocktails to honor our troops with
your VFW red shirt.
Meetings:
1st Saturday – Auxiliary, 10am
2nd Saturday – VFW Comrades, 10am
3rd Saturday - VFW Riders, 10am
Weekly Events:
Mon – Darts, 3pm
Wed – WII Bowling, 3pm
Thur – Karaoke, 4pm
Sat – Music by LD, 4pm
Special Events
May 31 - Memorial Day Ceremony, 11am
Food to follow, bring a dish to share
Happy Mother’s Day to all you ladies on May 9. Safe
travels to those who will be leaving us behind for the
summer. Looking forward to welcoming you all back in the
fall. To our Bouse residents staying, we’re open daily with
cold beer and cocktails, snacks, games, and entertainment
throughout the week. Hope to see you!
Gunny Robertson,
Commander VFW Post 2357.

Veteran’s Important Information

... ATTENTION VETERANS ...
There is a new reporting number for Veterans that
are enrolled in the VA health care system, to call when
you have been taken to the emergency room. You still
have to call your primary care provider and also this
72 hour hotline. (844) 724-7842 If you are calling on
behalf of a veteran you need to have; their full name,
birthdate, last four of SS#, medical issue, where they
were taken and how they were transported. (ambulance
or private vehicle). Any questions call Jerry Black,
(928) 851-5239 or (928) 851-1871
28100 Hwy 72 Bouse, AZ 85325
Now open at noon - 6pm,
Rusty and the crew are ready to serve
cold beer and wine, and their menu
of hot and cold foods all during open
hours.
Call in orders - Ph: 928-851-1051.
“Absolutely make the stop here. It’s worth it!!”

Blessed are we who can laugh at ourselves for we will
never cease to be amused.
Procrastination is totally a good thing. You’ll always
have something to do tomorrow, plus you have nothing
to do today.

2nd COVID Shot at the Booster Club
from 8.30 to 9.30am on May 6, 2021
Don’t Forget to bring your paperwork.
(if you didn’t get your first shot at Booster Hall.
Please call 928 669-1100 to see if you qualify)

We’ve recently learned some of our friends and longtime
residents have passed away without our knowledge this
season and we’d like to honor and remember them here.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gail Elam
Barbara Morgan
Carl Morgan
Ed Peck
Jay Reynolds
Wayne Rogers
Emily Stone
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Bouse Community Information

Chamber of Commerce
Business Members (in bold print)
All Around Maintenance

480-822-8086

American Legion Post #46
(12-7pm)

928-851-1050

American Legion Auxilary

928-851-1050

APS

928 669-2248

Armor Locksmith

928-851-5022

BLH & T Construction

928-851-1175

Betty Hunter Real Estate

928-851-2244

M/F 9-5

cell 951-236-2229

Somewhere Bar & Grill
(10am-close)

928-851-1051

U-Sav Storage

928-851-9220

VFW Post 2357, (12-9pm)

928-851-2857

Villa La Paz RV Park

928-851-2176

Weaver Acres

435-213-0444

		

Medical & Emergency
Bouse Clinic, 8-Noon, Tue & Thur

928-851-2177

Bouse Fire District Office
(Non-Emergency)

928-851-2648

La Paz Regional Hospital

928-669-9201

Emergency (fire or medical) 911

928-669-2281
888-818-4911

Blue Moose Design Services

928-575-7641

Bouse Airport (George or Gloria)

253-583-6805

BouseAZ.com

928-575-5122

Bouse Beauty Shop

760-777-3761

Non-emergency (fire or sheriff) 311

Bouse Community Park

928-851-0043

Bouse RV Park

928-851-2508

Public Utilities and Offices

Bouse Tire Shop cell 928-259-0636

928-851-2830

Care-Right Auto Shop

928-399-1630

Castro Auto Body & Paint, Parker

928-669-2899

Coachman’s Café

928-916-8416

David Plunkett Real Estate

928-851-2424

Desert Rose Acres Subdivision

928-851-2590

Desert Pueblo RV Park

928-851-2206

Bouse Community Newsletter

208-949-9022

Drastik Car Detailing - Joe Jagroop

661-713-2255

Bouse Fire District Auxillary

307-851-1529

Ecology Recycling Services

602 403-8007

Bouse Genealogical Society

928-221-3866

Family Dollar M/SA 8-9, SU 9-9

928 851-6015

Bouse Hills Muzzle Loaders

623-826-5619

Farmers Insurance, Parker

928-669-6225

Chamber of Commerce

928-851-2509

Fly By Night Brokerage

602-349-5034

Desert Brushes Artists

208-670-1711

HJK Enterprises (Harley)

909-239-1162

Friends of Bouse Library

928-851-1023

Interurban Electric

928-277-5099

Ghost Riders ORV Club

404-642-4126

It’s Just 4 Fun RV Park

928-851-1061

Quilters & Crafters

970-629-1888

J & S Supply
8am-12pm, Closed Sun/Mon

928-851-2463

Writer’s Cramp

208-949-9022

KR Well Drilling

928-851-2975

La Mesa Verde RV Park

928-851-2456

Look ‘N See, Parker

928-575-1171

Nails By Susan

928-851-5235

Ocotillo Restaurant & Lodge

928-851-2219

Purcell Jojoba Farming

928-851-2414

Q-Mountain Well Drilling

928-851-2537

Roadrunner Market II (7-7 daily)

928-851-1800

7:30-2, Tue/Sun, except Fri 7:30-7

Rose Acres Farms
SAT Off-Road

425-232-2716

Simple Goods

928-851-5526

Power – APS

928-669-2248

Phone – Frontier

877-462-8188

Water – Bouse Domestic Water
Improvement District (BDWID)

928-851-1120

Clubs and Organizations
Bouse Booster Club

928-851-1080

Booster Bingo

Public Services

Bouse Southern Baptist Church

928-581-7294

Bouse Elementary School

928-851-2213

Bouse Food Bank

928-287-3514

Bouse Public Library

928-851-1023

La Paz County District Supervisor

928-669-6115

LaPaz County Transit

800-319-5976
928-669-6155

Post Office

928-851-2313

Got News? . . .
Email: bousenews16@aol.com
Or call 208-949-9022

